Three Fifteenth-Century Pioneers

900,000 men, 150,000 horse, and 575 elephants.
The Sultan himself is described as being a little
man, only twenty years of age, and completely
dominated by his ambitious nobles, a circum-
stance almost too common in Indian history to
deserve remark.

It is to be regretted that Conti does not tell
us more of what he saw in Bengal, of which
province at this date (1420) we know but little.
His finding the banks of the Ganges, however,
covered with towns, amidst beautiful gardens
and orchards, and his passing four famous
cities before he reached the opulent " Maara-
zia," is valuable as a tribute to the prosperous
condition of the country. If to these remarks on
Vijayanagar, the Bahmani capital, and Bengal,
we add a few scattered notices of the political
state of Cambay and of a few isolated places
on the Malabar and Coromandel coasts, we
have completed the list of places on the nature
and influence of whose government the fif-
teenth century travellers shed any light. It is
time to see what they tell us of their institutions.

In a burst of pessimism Nikitin said of the
people of Bidar: " All are black and wicked, and
the women all harlots, or witches, or thieves, or
cheats; and they destroy their masters with
poison."* It is perhaps due to his poor view of

* THs disparagement of the people's " blackness" is paralleled in an
amusing passage in Abd-er-Razzak*s narrative, which is worth quoting: "As
soon as I landed at Calicut I saw beings such as my imagination had never
depicted the like of. Extraordinary beings, who are neither men nor
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